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Nepal Bar Coundil Act, 2050 (1993)

Date of Authentication and publication
2050.8.7 (1993.11.22)

Amendment
Judicial Management and Administration of Justice
Related Some Nepal Acts (Amendment) Act, 2058
(2002) 2059.5.27 (2002.9.12)
An Act No 26 of the year 2050
An Act made to edablish and managefor the Nepal Bar Council

Preamble: Whereas, it is expedient to provide for more actable service to the
society upon establishing and managing for Nepal Gauncil and securing the

interest of the Legal Practitioners;

Now, therefore, be it enacted by Parliament in the Twenty Second gta
the reign of His Majesty King Birendra Bir Bikranh& Dev.

Chapter-1
Preliminary
1 Name and Commencement: (1) This Act may be called "Nepal Bar
Council Act, 2050 (1993)".

(2) Section 1 and Section 4 of this Act shall com& force

immediately and other Sections shall come intodooo such a date as

Government of Nepal appoints by a Notificationtie Nepal Gazette’.

2. Definition: Unless the subject or the context otherwise irequin this
Act:-
(@ "Council' means the Nepal Bar Council as esthbt under this
Act.

(b) "Chairperson” means the Chairperson of thenCi.

The other Sections came into force from 2051.th&Fughout Nepal (Nepal Gazette 2051.4.23)
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(c) "Councilor" means the Councilor of the colinci

(d)  "Secretary" means the Secretary of the council

(e)  "Legal Practitioner" means Senior Advocate Awdldocate and this

term also includes other Legal Practitioner as meat in this Act.

)] “Prescribed” or “as prescribed” means presedilor as prescribed in

the Rules framed under this Act.

Chapter - 2

Establishment and formation of Legal Bar Council

The Establishment of the council: (1) A Council named as Nepal Bar

Council shall be established.

(2) The Council shall be an autonomous body cateowith

perpetual succession.

(3) The Council shall have a separate seal @its.

(4) The Council may, as an individual, acquires, .l and dispose

of, or otherwise manage any movable and immovalapepty.

(5) The Council may, as an individual, sue by @sne and be also

sued by the same name.
(6) The Office of the Council shall be locatedmthmandu Valley.

Formation: (1) Nepal Bar Council shall have following Couacs:

(a)
(b)
(€)
(d)
(e)

(f)

The Attorney General of Nepal,

President, Nepal Bar Association;

Registrar, Supreme court of Nepal;

Dean, Institute of Law, Tribhuvan University;

Senior Advocates/Advocates elected from among the
Legal Practitioners of the Five Development Ragio
of Nepal by an electoral college, one represe resanch
Region, and

Two Senior Advocates or Advocates nominated by

Nepal Bar Association.
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(2) The Attorney General of Nepal shall be the @eson and the
president of Nepal Bar Association shall be theeM&hairperson of the
Council.

(3) The tenure of office of the Councilor electattsuant to Clause
(e) of Section 1 shall of Five years and the Cdonginominated pursuant
to Clause (f) shall be of Two years.

(4) A Legal Practitioner who has completed a pemdden years
after receiving his/her license shall only be élgito be a Councilor
pursuant to Clauses (e) and (f).

(5) Nepal Bar Association may nominate Five Legalddtioners of
their respective region for a maximum period of Oyear till the
Councilors pursuant to Clause (e) are elected.

(6) The Vice-Chairperson shall perform the dutie§ the
Chairperson in his/her absence.

Vacancy and fulfillment of Councilors: (1) In the case of vacancy of a

post of the Councilor due to death or resignatiomliequalification as a

Legal Practitioner as per the provision of this Atany Councilor elected

pursuant to Clause (e) of Sub-section (1) of Sacdiosuch vacancy shall
be fulfilled by another Legal Practitioner nomirditfom the concerned

region by the Council if his/her remaining tenusddass than One year and
by an election if his/her remaining tenure excaadse than One year.

(2) If the post of Councilor occurs vacant due eatth or resignation
or he/she becomes disqualified to remain as a LRgadtitioner pursuant to
the provision of this Act as referred to in Clafeof Sub-section (1) of
Section 4, the Nepal Bar Association shall nominather Legal
Practitioner for the remaining tenure.

Not to participate by a Councilor: (1) If a Councilor has any interest in a

contract concluded by the Council or if the Coumcihas being taken an

action by the Council, he/she shall not participatehe meetings of the
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Council or its Committee where a matter on suclom@tract or action is
being discussed.

(2) If any family member of any Councilor is appegrin an
examination of Legal Practitioner such a Councgball not accept the
membership of the committee which is related tdhsxamination.

(3) If a Councilor commits any act against this,Abe Council shall
take action as prescribed.

Meeting of the Council: (1) The Secretary shall call the meeting of the

Council on the direction of the Chairperson of @muncil upon specifying
the date, time and place for such meetings. Ifeastl Four Councilors
submit a written request to the Chairperson for theetings, the
Chairperson shall issue directives to the Secretacall such meeting.

(2) The presence of more than Fifty percent Coansilof the
Council shall be deemed to constitute a quorumafameetings of the
Council.

(3) The meetings of the Council shall be presidegroby the
Chairperson; and in the absence of the Chairpethenyice- Chairperson
shall preside over and in the absence of the hatall be presided over by
the person selected by the Councilors presentaingeting from amongst
themselves.

(4) A majority opinion shall prevail at the meetiofjthe Council. In
the event of a tie, the person presiding over tbeting may exercise the
casting vote.

(5) The decisions of the Council shall be autheméid by the
Secretary.

(6) Other procedures relating to the meeting of@oencil shall be
as determined by the Council itself.

The functions, powers and duties of the council: (1) The functions,

duties and powers of the Council shall be as fadlow
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(h)

()

(k)

(
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To take examinations of the persons entering ih¢o t
Legal Profession;

To make procedural provisions regarding the
registration of names of Legal Practitioners;

To register a person who is qualified as a Legal
Practitioner;

To monitor whether the Legal Practitioners are
working in accordance with the prescribed
professional code of conduct or not;

To entertain a complaint about the work carried lgut
Legal Practitioner against the professional code of
conduct and send to the disciplinary committee for
action;

To determine procedure for the disciplinary comeeitt
and other committees;

To file a case against the person who violates the
provision of this Act;

To protect the prestige, dignity, security, rights,
welfare and facilities of Legal Practitioners;

To recommend for proper educational standard of the
legal profession in consultation with the univerdi
increase the standard of legal education;

To appoint necessary staffs and make provisions for
their remuneration and facilities;

To make provisions for necessary training to mainta
the legal profession prestigious by providing picadt
experience to the Legal Practitioners;

To make provision for education, discussion, semjna

work-shops and talk-programmes etc. to promote the
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right and welfare of Legal Practitioners and manage
for publication;

(m) To arrange for the funds of the Council;

(n)  To carry out other works as mentioned in this Acig

(0) To carry out other functions necessary to meet the
objectives of this Act.

(2) The Council may, as per necessity, delegate angll of the
powers conferred on it pursuant to this Act to &@wguncilor, Secretary,
Committee or the member of any Committee.

Appointment _of the Secretary: (1) The Secretary shall be the

Administrative Chief of the Office of the Council.

(2) The Council may appoint a Secretary to a pessba, at least,
holds a graduate degree of law or the GovernmeNepal may depute any
Gazetted Officer for the same on the request oCitnencil.

(3) The other functions, duties and powers of tker&ary except
mentioned in this Act, shall be as prescribed.

(4) The remuneration, facilities and tenure of adfiof the Secretary
shall be as prescribed.

(5) The Council may designate any other employepetdorm as
Secretary in the event of absence of the Secretary.

Fund of the Council: (1) The Council shall have its own fund.

(2) The grants of Government of Nepal, other pessar
organizations and other fees etc. to be collectedhb Council shall be
deposited in the fund of the Council.

(3) The funds of the Council shall be operatedh®yjbint signatures
of one of the Councilors and its staff designatgthie Council.

(4) The accounts of the fund shall be audited ewasr by the
auditor appointed by the Council.
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Disciplinary Committee (1) The Council may form Disciplinary

Committee on the Chairpersonship of a Councilorexamine and take
action on any complaint or information receivedhe Council against any
Legal Practitioner who violates this Act or Ruleanfied thereunder or the
code of conduct.

(2) The Disciplinary Committee shall have equal posvas to the
Court regarding to issue summons and examinatibasidence.

() The Disciplinary Committee may issue a decidimte done as
following if a Legal Practitioner is found guilty:

(@) Toreprimand;

(b)  To suspend from practicing law for a specific pdrad
time; and

(c) Tocancel the license of the Legal Practitioner.

(4) While conducting proceeding pursuant to Suldisac(3), the
concerned Legal Practitioner shall be given an dppdy to defend
him/herself.

(5) The Legal Practitioner who is not satisfiedhwthe decision of
the Disciplinary Committee may appeal before th@r&me Court within
Thirty Five days after the receipt of such inforioat
Committees (1) The Council may form, apart from Disciplinary
Committee, Examination Committee and other Commnditeas per
necessity, to carry out its functions.

(2) The procedures, functions, powers and dutigh@fCommittees
formed pursuant to Sub-section (1) shall be agated by the Council.

The Acts and Actions not to be Illegal: The acts and actions carried out

by the Council shall not be unlawful if such an antl action is taken by a
Councilor whose tenure of office has already begyired, or even if any

unqualified Councilor has been working or electethe Council.
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Legal Action not to be taken: A complaint shall not be registered against

any action taken by the Council, Councilor or angnmnittee of the
Council or any Member of the Committee in respdaroact done in good
faith, subject to this Act or Rules framed hereunde

Chapter-3

Examination of Legal Practitioner

Examination of L egal Practitioners: (1) The Council shall carry out Legal

Practitioner examination at least once a year. Sucéxamination shall be
written and oral and the marks for the oral testllstot be more than Ten
percent of the total marks.

(2) The Council shall form a Legal Practitioner BExaation
Committee including concerned specialists for theppse of Sub-section
(2). The Council shall appoint one of the membdrtie Committee as the
Chairperson of the committee.

(3) The Examination Committee shall make necessapngements
to conduct the examinations.

(4) The procedures relating to the Examination Ishad as
determined by Examination Committee itself.

Course of Study for_the Legal Practitioner Examination: (1) The

Council shall determine the course, standard anstesy of such
examination.

Provided thatthe course of study of the examination to be tatken
the persons referred to in Clause (a) and (b) tfFs®ction (1) of Section
17 shall be determined separately as prescribethdyCouncil based on
their experience.

(2) The Council may consult to seek cooperatiomfitbe Supreme
Court and the Institute of Law, Tribhuvan Univeysior determining the
courses of study, standard and system of the Ld®aictitioner

Examination.
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Chapter-4
Registration asa L egal Practitioners
Legal Practitioners to be Registered: (1) A Nepali Citizen with the

following qualifications having passed the Legaaditioner examination
and who is not convicted of any criminal offencéiating moral turpitude
shall only be registered as a Legal Practitioner:

(@) A person who has worked for at least Five yearsr aft
having a certificate of Bachelor's Degree in Lawaas
judge, government advocate, or as Gazetted Ofiicer
the Legal Service or as a teacher of Law; or

(b) A person who has practiced as a Plegddnhivakta)
for Seven years and having the Bachelor's Degree in
Law; or

(c) A person who has practiced as a Pleader for Fifteen
years; or

(d) A person having Bachelor's Degree in Law.

(2) A Nepali Citizen with the following qualificains, having passed
the Legal Practitioner Examination and not condctf any criminal
offence inflicting moral turpitude shall be registd as a pleadetfor a

period of Nine years from the date of commenceroétttis Act

(@) A person having the Intermediate Certificate in L.aw
(b) A person practicing as an AgenAbhikarta) for a
period of Five years.

Application for Regigration: (1) A person having qualification as referred

to in this Act and intending to be registered asadrnocate may submit

his/her application before the Council in a formpécified by it.

Amended by Judicial Management and Administratibdustice Related Some Nepal Acts (Amendment)
Act, 2058 (2002)
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(2) If the person submitting an application is fdujualified to be a
Legal Practitioner, the Council shall register sachNepali citizen as a
Legal Practitioner and issue a license thereof prescribed format and
forward the information of the same to the Supr&uoart.

Cancellation of the License: If it is proved later on that the person was

disqualified to be a Legal Practitioner before he/$ias received his/her
license, the Council may cancel the license of suthgal Practitioner.

Inventory of the Legal Practitioners: (1) The Council shall maintain an

inventory of the person who received the license.

(2) The Council shall up to date the inventory nefd to in Sub-
section (1).

(3) If a Legal Practitioner is dead or if he/shérsits an application
to remove his/her name from the inventory or if ecidion is made to
cancel the license of a Legal Practitioner aftendpgaken disciplinary
action, the name of such legal practitioner shall removed from the
inventory and the information for the same shall fbevarded to the
Supreme Court.

(4) If the Council decides to suspend the licen$eary Legal
Practitioner after taking an action on the grouofidiscipline, such a detail
shall be recorded in the inventory.

Titleof Senior Advocate: (1) If the Supreme Court finds that an advocate

has helped to the courts and Society by practiasg Legal Practitioner in
the Supreme Court or Court of Appeal for at leate&n years, it may
confer the title of Senior Advocate to such a LeBahctitioner as an
honour and such a Senior Advocate shall have tataiaigood conducts as
prescribed.

(2) The Supreme Court shall take consent of theoddte while

conferring him/her the title of a Senior Advocate.

10 www.lawcommission.gov.np



22.

23.

24.

www.lawcommission.gov.np

Chapter-5
TheRight to Legal Profesdon

Right to be Present, Plead and advocacy (argue): (1) A Senior Advocate

and advocate shall be entitled to be present, pdgatlargue before the
Supreme Court or any Office or Court or AuthorifyNepal.

(2) A Pleader shall be entitled to be present, gplaad argue in
Courts, Offices and Authority except the SupremerCof Nepal.

TheRight to Address: (1) If there are more than one Legal Practitisner

a case, the right and order to address beforautierity, for a hearing of
the case, shall be as follows:

(a) If the Legal Practitioners are of the same categuory
the basis of seniority of the date of the receipthe
license; and

(b) If there are different categories of Legal Praotiérs,
as follows:

(1)  Senior Advocate
(2) Advocate
(3) Pleader
(2) Notwithstanding contained anything in Sub-s@t{il), the Legal
Practitioner who has to address later, in the oodeagrecedence may also
address earlier after taking permission from thehadty for the hearing
and the Legal Practitioner who has right to addeasber.
(3) If there are more than one Legal Practitionefsthe same
category and having the license on the same ddfegal Practitioner may
address earlier based on their mutual consent.

Special Privilege of a Legal Practitioner: (1) No Legal Practitioner shall

be arrested in a civil case concerning any claiamdunt or penalty, when
he/she is on the way to present, plead and argaecese on behalf of a

party to the case.
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(2) No petition may be filed against a Legal Ptamtier on slander
on the basis of what he/she has said during theseaf argument.

Unauthorized Persons not to Practice Legal Profession: (1) No one shall

be present in a Court or Office and plead on bebalany party a case
without holding the license of a Legal Practitianer

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in Sub-s&tt(l), a Legal
Practitioner who has received a license from angigm country may plead
(argue) in a particular case, on behalf of theyprta case upon receiving
permission of the court.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in Sub-s®t{il), in a case,
government advocate, party to a case and in aidlistrhere Legal
Practitioners under this Act are less than in altamber of Ten, any other
person may present in a Court or Office on behidf party to a case.

(4) If a person commits an act against the promigib Sub-section
(1), he/she may be liable for a punishment of a fip to Two Thousand
Rupees or an imprisonment up to Six months or both.

Chapter-6

M iscellaneous

Recognition of existing Legal Practitioners: Senior Advocates,

Advocates and a Pleader as recognized pursuarggal Practitioners Act,
2025 (1968), shall retain their recognition accogdio this Act.
Right to Frame Rules: (1) The Council may frame Rules to fulfill the

objectives of this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the paogveonferred by
Sub-section (1), the Council may frame such Ruésiqularly for any of
the following matters:

(@) The Professional Code of Conduct of Legal

Practitioners;

12 www.lawcommission.gov.np



28.

29.

www.lawcommission.gov.np

(b)  The hearing on complaints against violations of éCod
of Conduct and other activities;
(c)  The Internal Procedure of the Council;
(d) The Rules of procedure of the committees formed
under the Council;
(e) The prowvision of disqualification of the Councilor;
()] The provisions of fees for an application and Ig= of
a Legal Practitioner;
(g0 The provision for the appointment of staff for the
Council and tenure of office;
(h)  The provision of funds of the Council, accounts and
Audit;
() The provisions to be followed by those who have
received certificate to prepare documeriskijapadi)
in Courts and Offices.
(3) The Rules framed by the Council pursuant tausts (a), (b) and
(i) of Sub-section (1) shall come into force onlgea being approved by
Supreme Court.

Certificate for Preparation of Documents in Office and Court: (1) The

District Court shall distribute Certificate for paration of documents in an
Offices and a Courts.

(2) A Certificate received for preparation of doamts pursuant to
Legal Practitioners Act, 2025 (1968) shall be degtaehave been received
pursuant to this Act.

(3) The provisions regarding functions, terms awaditions and
cancellation of certificate so received pursuanthie Section, shall be as
prescribed.

Repeal and Saving: (1) The Legal Practitioners Act, 2025 (1968), is,

hereby, repealed.
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(2) It shall not be deemed to have caused any amedr to continue
Legal Practice by the person so registered as antAgursuant to Legal
Practitioners Act, 2025 (1968).
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